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EXCURSION ~ = NEWS SHEET 


Meetin 4 
a October 2 — Mr. Ian Ashton: On the Edge of the Nullabor 


Meeting ; 
November 6 - 40th Anniversary Dinner. 
Excursion Webbconna Bowling Club, Wendouree. 


October 4 - Mr. J. Gregurke: Mt. Beckwith. 

October 16-18 - WVFNCA: Camp-out, Mt Eccles, Hamilton. 
November 8 - Dr. F. Harrap: Campbelltown. | 
November 20-22 —- Club Camp-Out. 
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Field Reports: September Meetin 


Ken Hammond - Pair of Bluck Ducks swimming 1» puddkein 
suburban Wendouree. (little surprise after 
all the rain') 

Allan Morrison - On Queenscliff golf course: 29 
Orange-bellied Parrots, one  Black-tailed 
Native Hen. Powerful Owl in Garden near 
Mount Cole, it was feeding on a Magpie. 

Greg Binns - Straw-necked Ibis and Little Ravens feeding 

at the edge of rising water around Merin 
Merin Swamp. Other birds present were a pair 
of Brolgas, Red-Kneed Dotterel, Black-tailed 
Native Hen. 

Lyndsay Fink - Wood Duck on dam bank were scurrying into 
burrow to escape hawk perched in tree nearby. 
40 Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo at Mount 


Clear. 
John Gregurke - Two New Holland Honeyeater chicks seen 
early in August tn Wendouree garden. 
Ken McDonnell - At Tullaroop, pair of juvenile 
Black-shouldered Kites being fed by adult 
bird. 


‘Diary Dates 
October 20 Conmittee Meeting 7.30pm at Florence 
Williamson's Home 1112 Ligar Street. 
November 6: 40th Anniversary Dinner. 
November 20-22: Club Campout at Barramunga in Otways. 


Local Cemeteries Excursion Sunday 20th September 1992 


The excursion began in the Ballarat New Cemetery at the 
Northern end of Lydiard Street. There are a few native plants in 
the undeveloped north-east corner. Pink-bells, Beard-heath and 
Hovea were flowering. A nest of a Masked Lapwing contained 4 eggs 
was found on bare patch of yellow clay strewn with quartz pebbles. 
The olive eggs blotched with brown were well camouflaged. 


2 Continued on page 7 


ORCHIDS of the BALLARAT DISTRICT. © 
No 3 of a series. 
Glossodia major. Waxlip Orchid 


Flowering time: September to November. 


This attractive orchid is widespread in 
the Ballarat district and often abundant over 
extensive areas of open woodlands or heathland. 

It is a slender plant with an erect 
flowering stem about 10 to 30 cms high. 

There is a small sheathing bract near 
the middle of the stem and a similar 
bract just below the flower. The stem 
and leaf are hairy, the single oblong 
to lanceolate leaf grows to 

about 2 to 8cms in length and 

sits more or less on the 

ground.The large solitary 

flower(but sometimes 2 or 3 

flowers), is pale to deep 

mauve or occasionally white; 

the sepals and lateral petals 

being almost equal in size and 

with their white bases covered 

with purple dots.The labellum 

is small, tapering, half white 

and half mauve and smooth. 

This orchid can be 
seen flowering during our 
spring in any of the 
following areas:- 

Union Jack Gully Nerrina 


Canadian Mt. Doran 
Durham Lead Linton 
Creswick Berringa 

PJM. 


The Southwest of Western Australia. Greg Binns 


species also found in southern Victoria, this 
is celléd the Bassian Sub Region, making it an in- 
teresting srea to study, with fossils of animals 

found’ both in Victoria and Western Australia. 

Some of these species do not go above this line, 
although birds of the Eyrean move into the Bassian 
area, included in this area is the only wet scher- 
ophyl forest in Western Australia and known as the 
Jarrah Belt, there is 43000 species of flowering 
plants, many of them endemic, growing in this area 
there is also many National Parks and State forests 
nere, also one introduced pest that causes untold 
damage to forests, Phythophthora cinnimus,a fungus 
thet destroys the small water roots. (Greek Phyto 
a plant and phthora destructive). 

Supporting a large diversity of flora and fauna, 
the Jarrah, karri and other forests, make it a very 
rich area for orchids and other wild flowers, the 
main cause of this is believed to be entirely cli- 
matic. There is, however, only one Parrakeet . 

Cape Arid, Cape Le Grande and the Recherche Arch- 
ipeligo,which has 4500 Islands, many of them just 
rocks or rocky islets and 105 with vegetation, 
supporting 1600 species of plents, 60 of them end- 
emic, theFitzgerald River National Park, then to 
Albany and the Tornderup National Park and the 
Sterling Ranges 1070, above sealevel and the only 
place in Western Australia where snow sometimes 
falls where there is other endemic species 
in the large number of flora. ; 

-° There is a little Bay, Two Beople Bay nature res 
erve and it is here,that the last habitat of the 
Noisy Scrub Bird is found, it was once thought to 
be extinct, The Western Bristle Bird and the West- 
ern Whip Bird are also found in this area, the 
3lides shown shewed the beautiful white sand on 
the beach. 

Outcrops of Granite and Heathland with sand dunes 
are also the home of many of these endemic birds 
and also the Western Thornbill. 
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Near Albany at Oyster Harbour and King George 
Sound the scrub land is in the Bown, and the 
Torndarup National Park has yellow nosed Alba- 
tross and other Seabirds, this is also the meeting 
of the Indian gnd Southern Oceans. 

Nearby in the Marri Gumsis. the Red Capped Parrot 
Red Winged Wrens both endemic, Inland Thornbills 
a form of the Brown Thornbill which actually comes 
from the Inland, the Western Rosella and the West- 
ern Spinebill, which is far better marked than ours, 

The Karri forest which has gome open and some 
dense understories, here the Red Eared Finch is 
found in a small area,in fact it's only area in 
Western Australia; also found is the White Fronted 
Robin, the Red Capped Parrot which has no relative 
living, and the Rufous Tree Creeper which is a very 
striking bird, also the Shrike Tit with a White 
belly, and is different from ours. 

The Stirling National Park which-is excellant 
for it's-flora and fauna, and Eucalyptus wandoo 
which is capable of reaching 100 feet in height, 
the list of birds here included the White Tailed 
Black Cockatoo, Red Capped Parrot, Port Lincoln or 
Twenty Hight Parrot, the most common, Elegant Parr 
ots (also found in Victoria), Blue Breasted Wrens 
endemic to the Stirling Ranges, Western yellow 
Robins Differing from ours with a white throat and 
a grey band. 

Banding birds is a good way to see some of these 
birds and Greg went to a bird banding group, a 
Shining Bronze Cuckoo had just been banded 

Two People Bay where the Noisy Scrub bird, West- 
ern Whip Bird, Western Bristle Bird live, the 
Noisy Scrub Bird was refound in 1961, it is the 
most legendary bird in Australia and was , at one 
time, thought to be related to Lyrebirds, and was 
known from few specimens, one preserved in spirit 
in London. 

Around the coast, found in rocky outcrops is the 
Rock Parrots (Neophemas), Little Wattle Birds, The 
Hastern one lays two eggs where as the Western one 
lays one. 

Many of the old but tathes in NEE Shbstereos are 
built .of Granite. — =) 

Greg was thanked for his ‘interesting visit he 
he shared with us. Cc 

Lis Bue “a 


Southern Right Whale- - Eubalaena australis - 
Whilst staying at the coast recently ad the 
opportunity of observing the Southern Right Whale 

-a mother and calf, east of Skenes Creek, frolic 
king just beyond the breakers. Viewing from a 
hill, it was easy to see these magnificent Mammals 
a far better view than I had had at Logan's Beach. 

Question was- in which direction were they swimm 
ing as they stayed in the same vicinity for at 
least an hour? Perhaps they could see the spect- 
ators and wanted to show off: 

It was Approachability, relative docility and 
buoyancy when dead plus the amount of oil which 
made them the "right" whale for persuit, and which 
nearly saw their extinction. They have been sloww 
tonbuild up numbers. 

This Whale has no dorsal fin, it has a large 
head with strongly arched upper jaws and strongly 
bowed lower jaw. Callosities are on the rostrum 
near the two blow holes, on the chin, above the 
eye and on the lower lip Cyamid crustaceans, called 
whale lice, live on the Callosities making them 
appear white, orange, yellowish or pinkish. It 
is the Callosities which aid in the identification 
of an individual. 

They can grow to 17 metres long( Blue Whales 
can grow to 30.5m) and weigh nearly 100 tons, the 
blubber being up to 40% of’it's body weight, the 
females being larger than the males. At birth 
they are 4.5 m to 6 m long. the body is rotund, 
girth being about 40% of the length, tapering to 
the tail. the head is large about 25% of the body 
length. The Dark baleen are up to 2.8 m long, 
usually220 ~- 260 which are long, narrow plates, 
fringed by long fine greyish bristles on each side 
of the upper jaw. The flippers are large and broad 
with an angular euter edge. It was the flippers 
which were seen as the mother rolled over whilst 
playing with the offspring. The baby? showed it's 
fluke as it dived under water, no such behavour 
from it's mother. 
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They spend winter at the latitudes lower than 50 
degrees and mainly higher than 40 degrees at other 
times. They are slow swimmers, and can only swim 
at 12 km/h for short periods, gemwerally at 3 - 9.5 
km/h. They feed near the surface, mainly on Copep 
ods (small crustaceans) or Euphausiids (krill) 

and rarely dive deep. They can stay submerged up 
to 20 minutes. they stay in shallow waters from 
July to November. 

The Northern Right Whale B gracialis is similar 
it is not known if their are.two or three species 
of Right whales. 

Right wales are distinguished by a double V 
Shaped blow, separate plumes from either nostril, 
inclined slightly forward, 4.5 - 9m high. On the 
surface it floats higher than any othe Op 


Local Cemeteries Excursion. Continued from page 2. 


The Creswick cemetery has been extensively planted with oaks 
and pines. The earliest headstones dated from the 1%60’s. 
Remnants of the original vegetation were found on old graves and in 
the mown, grasssy areas. Slender Buttercup, Scented and Pale 
Sundew, Yellow Star and pink flowered Oxalis were common. A 
fungus with pores rather than gills was identified as 
horse-dropping fungus of the Boletus genus. 


The woodland surroundings of the Clunes cemetery provide 
habitat for a wider range of native plants and birds. Many Bears 
Ears were showing bright yellow coloured flowers and large carpets 
of Scented Sundew were covered in pure white flowers. Under the 
box trees (mainly Grey Box) there were extensive patches of Dwarf 
Greenhoods. The only other orchid seen in flower was a single 
Golden Moths found in a low-lying damp area. A Red-wattle Bird 
was seen sitting on a nest and a Noisy Miner was feeding a well 
developed chick. A Swamp Wallaby was disturbed from the dense 
vegetation along the near-by creek. On a farm dam we Saw a pair of 
Grey Teal, a Black Duck feeding in the surrounding grass and a 
Little Pied Cormorant perched on an overhanging dry branch. While 
having afternoon tea at the Lena Wattleworth Reserve Striated 
Pardalotes were observed in the trees above us and Musk Lorikeets 
were flying between the Yellow Gums which beginning to blossom. 


Thanks to Pat Murphy and Ken Hammond for researching and 
leading the excursion. : JG. 
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Native Australian Mammals. 
es a pe hl a attire rea 


Ommivorous Marsupiala Super Family Perameloidia 
-nd includes the Family Thylacomyidae. 
Subclass Metatherie Order Polyprotodonta Suborder 
Per-méliamorphia Super Family Perameloidia family 
Peramelidae. 
‘he Persmeloids are a much less varied group than 
the Basyurids. They are strictly terrestial with 
rather long pointed heads and compact bodies. In 
typical Bandicoots the fore limbs are shorter than 
the hind limbs and resemble Macropods to a certain , 
degree. They dig conical holed when foraging, the | 
long jaws accomadate four to five pairs of upper 
incisors and three lower pairs, these are flattened 
at the tips, a pair ofwell developed canine teeth 
and four pairs of sharp crowned upper and lower 
molars make up the dentition. 
Most females have eight nipples but about four is 
the usual litter, they are an Australian group with 
some representation in New Guinea. There is a 
vreat deal of discussion on the relative signifi- 
‘ence of dentition and foot structure, their back 
feet are syndactyl which is quite independent of 
the Diprotodonts this is regarded ,s8 an unusual 
condition as syndactyly,that the peramelids may 
have evolved from Diprotodonts (Polyprotodonty there 
fore having evolved twice). 
Of the seven genera of Bandicoots three are restr- 
icted to Melanesia one Echymipera is primarily New 
Guinea and is represented by a sub species in Cape 
Yorke Three peramelis,isodon and Chaeropus are 
Australian. 
Southern Brown Bandicoot Isodon obesulus. 
The Southern Brown Bandicoot prefers scrubby habitats 
tats or areas with low ground cover that is burnt 
from time to time. During regeneration the diver- 
sity of growing vegetation supports an abundance 
of insect food, as it approaches maturity the food 
is reduced. For a particular area to support a 
stable population part of it must be burnt fairly 
regularly thus creating a mosaic of suitable habi- 
tat. They are nocturnal animals staying near their 
food supply, The breeding season starts in winter 
two to four young are born older females to six, 
The weaning of one ewe is followed quickly by 
- another epail sometimes athird, Elfin. 
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